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Wetland Ecosystems ENDANGERED
WILDLIFE TRUST

Protecting forever, together.
Grades 3-5

Hi there Kids! N

My name is Barnabas and | am a Giant Bullfrog

@ou know what an Ecosystem is?

It is an area where different plants and animals
live in a particular habitat, and interact with
each other and their environments.

Different ecosystems contain different types of
habitats, animals and plants. See how many
types of ecosystems you can find in the
wordsearch below. Today we will be focusing on

wetland ecosystems.
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about the importance of wetland ecosystems and why
we need to conserve them and the animals that

depend on them.

Ecosystems
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Play this puzzle online at : https://thewordsearch.con/puzzle/1031844/ Contaminants

Did you know
Giant Bullfrogs depend
on wetland ecosystems
called pans to survive?
They  require  very
specific environmental
conditions to forage,
breed, and raise their
tadpoles.
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What are wetlands?

Wetlands are the links between land and water, where
the flow of water, the cycling of nutrients, and the energy

of the sun meet to produce a unique ecosystem. In
iy wetlands, water covers the soil, or is stored just beneath
WETLAND the soil. These areas can be dry for parts of the year, and
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Wetlands are unique because they act like giant sponges-
they soak up water and store it so that rivers and streams
can keep flowing, making it easy for animals, including
humans, and plants to survive during the dry seasons.
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How wetlands work
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Why do we need wetlands?

When it rains a lot, water can flow very quickly, and if it can’t be absorbed by the
ground it can cause damage to buildings like houses and schools, and pose a
threat to human lives. Wetlands can slow the flow of floodwater by absorbing it
and ensuring that the water flows slowly across the landscape, filtering the
water as it flows through the plants and soil, into rivers and streams. Wetlands
also serve as natural water storage systems - so that we, and animals, have
access to clean water. Many people also rely on wetlands for food and
resources, so losing a wetland would threaten people’s livelihoods.
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African Grass owls

(Tyto capensis) are
habitat specialists
which  means they
require a very specific
habitat in order to
exist. They are known
to nest only in a few
types of grasses,
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. . L found exclusively in
African Grass owl in the nest they build in wetland

grasses (Tyrone McKendry) wetlands.

Blue cranes (Anthropoides paradiseus) roost and feed in shal-
low wetlands. Cranes have long legs long toes and broad feet
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Wetlands
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Play this puzzle online at : https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle 1032596/



