12 November 2019
Unravelling the mysteries of Riverine Rabbit families
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In another exciting first for conservation, the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) has captured the first
ever photographic evidence of Riverine Rabbit kits (babies) with their mother. This unbelievable image
was captured on a camera trap near Loxton, and showed a mother Riverine Rabbit and two kits. This
is in line with previous research that has suggested that these elusive rabbits, rather than breeding
like the proverbial bunnies, tend to only have one or two kits.
To make this news even more exciting, the area where this image was captured was previously data
deficient. This means that no sightings of Riverine Rabbit were previously recorded on this farm. The
new discovery takes us one step closer to closing the gaps in our knowledge of the complete
distribution range for the species and provides us with more information on their ecology.
The EWT’s Drylands Conservation Programme significantly increased its camera trapping activities in
2019, in both the northern and southern populations of Riverine Rabbits. This has led to several
exciting developments, such as the confirmation of the new Baviaanskloof population, and a far
greater understanding of the species and their use of habitat.
We would like to thank our funders, Rand Merchant Bank (RMB) and the Zoologischen Gesellschaft
für Arten und Populationsschutz (ZGAP), for providing ongoing support for our innovative endeavours
to uncover the secrets of the iconic Riverine Rabbit.
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About the Endangered Wildlife Trust
The Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) has worked tirelessly for over 45 years to save wildlife and
habitats, with our vision being a world in which both humans and wildlife prosper in harmony with
nature. From the smallest frog, to the majestic rhino; from sweeping grasslands to arid drylands; from
our shorelines to winding rivers: the EWT is working with you, to protect our world.
The EWT’s team of field-based specialists works across southern and East Africa, where committed
conservation action is needed the most. Working with our partners, including businesses and
governments, the EWT is at the forefront of conducting applied research, supporting community

conservation and livelihoods, training and building capacity, addressing human wildlife conflict,
monitoring threatened species and establishing safe spaces for wildlife range expansion.
A beacon of hope for Africa’s wildlife, landscapes and communities, the EWT is protecting forever,
together. Find out more at www.ewt.org.za
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