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Taxonomy

Oreotragus oreotragus (Zimmermann 1783)

ANIMALIA- CHORDATA- MAMMALIA -
CETARTIODACTYLA- BOVIDAE - Oreotragus - oreotragus

Common names: Klipspringer (English, Afrikaans),
Klipbokkie (Afrikaans), Igogo (Ndebele, Zulu), Kololo
(Sepedi, Setswana), Kome (Sepedi, Sesotho),
Mokabaowane, Mokabaeyane (Setswana), Ngururu
(Shona), Ligoka, Inyamatane, Ligoga (Swati), Ngululu,
Xemi (Tsonga)

Taxonomic status: Species

Taxonomic notes: Eleven subspecies of Klipspringer
were described by Ansell (1972). In southern Africa, the
nominate O. 0. oreotragus occurs within the Northern,
Western and Eastern Cape provinces, probably as far east
as the Free State, while O. o. transvaalensis, is located in
eastern South Africa, particularly the Limpopo, North
West, Mpumalanga and the KwaZulu-Natal provinces of
South Africa, and it may extend into southern
Mozambique. O. o. tyleri occurs in Angola and Namibia,
while O. o. stevensoni is found in Zimbabwe and
Botswana (Ansell 1972). The precise geographical limits of

these subspeciesd
taxonomic resolution is needed.

Assessment Rationale

This is a widely distributed species with no signs of
significant habitat loss, as its habitats are inaccessible and
remote. There are many subpopulations in formally
protected areas and private land and the overall
population within the assessment region is assumed to be
stable as there is no evidence for decline. However,
anecdotal reports suggest local declines from illegal
hunting. This threat should be quantified to assess its
severity. Recent records are available across a range of
protected areas throughout its range, and it can occur at
densities of 0.0180.3 individuals / km2. It should continue
to survive in substantial numbers in extensive,
inaccessible areas outside of protected areas, where
habitats such as koppies, cliffs and hillsides preside. Thus,
this species remains Least Concern.

Regional population effects : There are numerous routes
for dispersal into the assessment region. For example,
along the Lebombo Mountains through Mozambique into
northeastern KwaZulu-Natal, across the Limpopo in the
Mapungubwe area in northern Limpopo, as well as across
the Richtersveld in the Northern Cape linking the mountain
chains along the Namibian escarpment. The habitat for
this species is thus mostly continuous along mountain
ranges. Rescue effects are assumed to be possible.

Distribution

This species has a widespread, yet patchy distribution
from the southwestern limits of South Africa to northeast
Africa, including southern Sudan, Eritrea, Somalia,
Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe,
Malawi and the Ethiopian Highlands, where they occur at
up to 4,380 m asl (Yalden et al. 1996; Skinner & Chimimba
2005). Additionally, their range extends along the
southwest of Africa through Namibia and the southwestern
regions of Angola. Isolated populations of Klipspringer are
located in the Central African Republic, Nigeria and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (East 1999; Nicholas
2004; Roberts 2013). In all likelihood, the Klipspringer is
now extinct in Burundi. In Mozambique, anecdotal reports
suggest they occur east of the Limpopo River north of
Mabalane along the main north-south road but have not
recently been seen in Gorongosa National Park (M.
Stalmans pers. comm. 2016).

Within the assessment region, they occur throughout most
montane regions of South Africa, and are largely present
within their former range. However, historical evidence
suggests a range reduction in certain areas, such as in
regions of the Eastern Cape Province (Lloyd & Millar 1983;
Lynch 1989), Free State Province (Lynch 1983; Avenant
1997, 2000), and Lesotho, where Lynch (1994) predicted
them to occur, but repeated field surveys between 1996
and 2014 have not detected them (N. Avenant unpubl.
data), the closest record being Cathedral Peak on the
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Figure 1. Distribution records for Klipspringer (

Table 1. Countries of occurrence within southern Africa

Country Presence Origin
Botswana Extant Native
Lesotho Probably extant Native
Mozambique Extant Native
Namibia Extant Native
South Africa Extant Native
Swaziland Extant Native
Zimbabwe Extant Native

KwaZulu-Natal side of the Drakensberg Mountains (Figure
1). Corroborating this, 958100% of respondents (cattle
herders in Lesotho) from questionnaire data stated that
Klipspringer were no longer found in their areas (Avenant
2004).

Their range is extensive across the Limpopo Province,
extending into the northern and eastern regions of both
the North West and northeastern Mpumalanga provinces
respectively and into the Maluti Mountains (du Plessis
1969). Within KwaZulu-Natal, they occur above 2,400 m
asl in the Drakensberg,
Castle northwards, and have a scattered, isolated
distribution across small areas of the remainder of the
province, including Ithala and Mkhuze Game Reserves,
Weenen Nature Reserve, as well as on a number of
isolated private farms. Similarly, this species has a patchy
distribution in the Free State with isolated historical
records at Boshoff, Bethlehem, Colesberg, Philipolis and
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Leribe in Lesotho (near Ficksburg, Free State Province,
Figure 1) (du Plessis 1969; Skinner & Chimimba 2005;
Boshoff & Kerley 2013). Their range is widespread across
the mountainous regions of the Western Cape, extending
to the Middelburg, Graaff-Reinet, Grahamstown and
Uitenhage regions of the Eastern Cape (Skinner &
Chimimba 2005; Skead 2007) and into the Northern Cape
to Namibia and along the Orange River to Upington, with
patchy distribution in the Carnavon and Beaufort West
regions (Estes 1991; Skinner & Chimimba 2005; Skead
2011). While they naturally occur in the bushveld of the
Magaliesberg and Swartruggens rocky hills of North West
Province (Power 2014), records from the southern parts of
the province are considered introductions (Figure 1).

Population

This species is limited to rocky habitats, which is more
than often discontinuous across the environment, leading
to average population densities of between 0.01 80.3 per
kmz2 in protected areas, where it is considered common,
but restricted to suitable habitats. However, within
continuous regions of suitable habitat, Klipspringer
densities can reach fairly high population densities. For
example, across a 9.6 km? area of escarpment in Ethiopia,
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East (1999) described population densities of between
0.15 and 0.30 individuals / km? in Lilongwe (Malawi), the
Karoo, Mountain Zebra and Royal Natal National Parks, as
we | | as Giantdés Castl e
Welgevonden Game Reserve in the Limpopo Province is
0.12 individual / km? but this is considered an
underestimate and the densities are in all probability much
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