Cynictis penicillata 0 Yellow Mongoose

Taxonomy
Cynictis penicillata (G. [Baron] Cuvier 1829)

ANIMALIA- CHORDATA- MAMMALIA - CARNIVORA-
HERPESTIDAE- Cynictis - penicillata

Common names: Yellow Mongoose (English),
Geelmeerkat, Geelmuishond, Rooimeerkat,
Witkwasmuishond (Afrikaans), Mosha, Pipi (Sepedi,
Sesotho), Moa, Mofse, Mofé, Ramofse (Tswana)

Taxonomic status: Species

Taxonomic notes: Cynictis penicillata belongs to the
clade of solitary mongooses, the subfamily Herpestinae
(Veron et al. 2004), and is the sisterrt axon of
Mongoose (Paracynictis selousi) (Flynn et al. 2005). No
phylogeographical structure or subspecies delimitation
was found by an analysis of molecular variance (van
Vuuren & Robinson 1997).

Assessment Rationale

Within the assessment region there is no reason to
change the status of this species from Least Concern. The
Yellow Mongoose is relatively widespread, common and
resilient, adaptable to change (whether anthropogenic or
not), and is not facing any immediate threats to its
distribution or population. Its distribution in Swaziland and
Lesotho needs to be assessed. As it is often persecuted
for its perceived status as a damage-causing animal, the
main interventions for this species are awareness and
education campaigns for landowners and the provision of
incentives for sustaining a natural prey base.

Regional population effects : There is dispersal between
regions and its range is continuous .

Distribution

The Yellow Mongoose is largely confined to southern
Africa. Within this range, it occupies the drier western
parts, being widespread in Namibia, Botswana 0 as far
north as the top of Chief's Island in the Okavango Delta
(K. Collins pers. comm. 2016) & and much of central and
western South Africa (Lynch 1989). It is however absent
from the Namib Desert and the Caprivi Strip in Namibia,
the Lesotho Highlands (Lynch 1994; Avenant 2004; ERM
2010), and the easterly regions of southern Africa (Taylor
2013). The status in Zimbabwe is unclear: the species
appears generally absent, except for an unconfirmed
sighting in Hwange National Park suggesting that it is still
present in the Zambezi basin (Purchase et al. 2007).

Within the assessment region, Yellow Mongooses occur
everywhere, except in the south coast forest, the east
coast (from East London northwards), the Lesotho
Highlands, and the lowveld and bushveld areas of
Limpopo Province (Figure 1). Several recent studies
referred to below (see Population and Habitats and

Ecology ) confirm the existence of healthy populations of
Yellow Mongooses at various locations in South Africa.
For example, in the Free State Province, they have been
recorded from both protected areas, including Sandveld

Nature Reserve (Avenant & Watson 2002), Soetdoring
Nature Reserve (Kuyler 2000), Tussendie-Riviere Nature
Reserve (Watson 2006), Golden Gate National Park
(Avenant 1997), and in modified or disturbed areas
(Avenant 2008, 2011a, 2011b), including farmlands in the
Western Cape (Vidya et al. 2009). There have also been
numerous recent sightings and rabies cases (with Yellow
Mongooses as the vector) reported in the eastern Free
State State (Bishop et al. 2010). Yellow Mongooses are
common in the Northern Cape Province (Bishop et al.

2010), including the rangelands (Blaum et al. 2007, 2008).
dnetiheNgrth §Vest Province, a recent survey revealed that
they were common in the arid south and west regions,

especially the southern grasslands, but few were recorded

in the Kalahari habitats of the Molopo region (Power
2014). Additionally, a small carnivore survey confirmed
their presence in Namibia (Kauffman et al. 2007).
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Figure 1. Distribution records for

Table 1. Countries of occurrence within southern Africa

Country Presence Origin
Botswana Extant Native
Lesotho Extant Native
Mozambique Absent -

Namibia Extant Native
South Africa Extant Native
Swaziland Absent -

Zimbabwe Possibly extant Native

Apart from Lesotho, this current distribution is not
significantly di fferent
distribution. Yellow Mongooses are expected to occur in
natural habitat in the western lowlands of Lesotho, as they
are common in the eastern Free State on the northwest
side of the Caledon River (Lynch 1975; N.L. Avenant pers.
obs. 1995862016), but there are only six sightings recorded
since the early 1980s (Lynch 1994). Similarly, they have
not been recorded from Swaziland (Monadjem 1998),
although, based on suitable habitat, they may well occur
in this country. A range expansion into the south coast of
the Western Cape, due to the expansion of crop
agriculture, especially wheat lands, in these regions, may
have occurred over the past decades (Figure 1; Taylor &
Meester 1993).
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Yellow Mongoose ( Cynictis penicillata ) within the assessment region

Population

The Yellow Mongoose population appears to be stable.

Population densities vary across the assessment region,
probably correlating with habitat productivity and

predation pressure, with the highest densities reported for
grassland regions of South Africa. For example, Earlé
(1981) reported a density of 1338200 individuals / km?2 on
a site on the Vaal River, which was an island for much of
the year and thus probably enabled high population

density. A population density of 6 67 individuals / km? was
estimated in the West Coast National Park of South Africa
(Cavallini 1993a; Cavallini & Nel 1995). Similar densities
were observed in the Great Fish River Nature Reserve
(Eastern Cape; 4810 individuals / km?; E. Do Linh San
unpubl. data). Two widely distant and well -studied sites
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and farmland along the south coast, near Bredasdorp/
Heidelberg, Western Cape) also exhibited thriving
subpopulations (Vidya et al. 2009). The density for the
farmland was 233826 individuals / km?2 during the period
200162003 (Balmforth 2004), whereas that for Kuruman
River Reserve was 414 individuals / km? (Le Roux et al.
2008, 2009).

Recent research has focused on subpopulations within
and outside of protected areas, highlighting that this
species is not restricted to nature reserves (for example,
Le Roux et al. 2009; Makenbach et al. 2013; see also
Lynch 1980, 1983, 1989). It is flexible in terms of social
behaviour, diet, and heterospecific interactions (see
Habitats and Ecology ). Often thriving in farmland, it is not
strongly affected by a growing human population size. Its
highly adaptable behaviour will likely ensure the survival
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