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On World Population Day, Friday 11 July 2014, the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) will be
reflecting upon the links between human population growth and the impacts that this has
on our environment, and how declining environmental health affects marginalised and poor
communities the most.
The first World Population Day was marked on 11 July 1987; the day the United Nations
estimated the world’s human population to have reached five billion. Today, there are over
seven billion of us, with the most growth taking place in the world’s poorest countries.
Forecasts state that, in Africa, human numbers could more than triple by the end of the
century, from one billion today, to 3.6 billion by 2100. The least developed countries, which
are already struggling to lift their citizens out of poverty, are often the same countries which
will bear the brunt of climate change. Expanding human populations make successfully
dealing with these challenges even harder to achieve.
Achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which were agreed to by the UN
General Assembly at the UN Millennium Summit in September 2000, requires an integrated
approach. The MDGs seek to eradicate poverty and hunger, promote gender equality,
achieve universal primary education, reduce child mortality, improve maternal health,
combat HIV/AIDS (and other diseases), ensure environmental sustainability and develop a
global partnership for development. Human and environmental health underpins these
goals.
It is often rural communities, such as those in which the EWT operates, which suffer the
consequences of poor access to health services. More than 220 million women in
developing countries, who don’t want to get pregnant, lack access to voluntary family

planning services. Scientists estimate that meeting this unmet need and desire for family
planning would lead to roughly equivalent reductions in carbon emissions as ending all
tropical deforestation. The links between population growth and the threats to the
environment cannot be denied.
Dr. Harriet Davies-Mostert, the EWT’s Head of Conservation, explains, "In the rural
communities where we work, people often depend on their local environment to provide
them with their food, water, medicines and wood for fuel. Livelihoods are often dependant
on natural resources, forcing growing populations to use resources unsustainably.
Preservation of healthy ecosystems is essential from a conservation perspective, but also for
the wellbeing of communities themselves".
The EWT has begun working with David Johnson, a specialist Communities and Ecosystems
Programmes Developer, who is working to incorporate greater emphasis on human health
improvements and educational and livelihood opportunities in the EWT’s programmes.
David explains, "It’s been proven that integrating conservation actions with improvements
in community health and education lead to greater conservation, healthcare and gender
outcomes than single sector actions. It’s not just about voluntary family planning, but also
generating socially viable and economically lucrative alternative livelihood opportunities. By
integrating approaches we can ensure healthier communities and healthier ecosystems."
Every year, in developing countries, 7.3 million girls under 18 give birth. Girls who are poor,
live in rural areas and who have little education are more likely to become pregnant than
their wealthier, urban and educated counterparts. On World Population Day,
the EWT acknowledges the links between human population growth and environmental
threats, and commits to promoting improvements in education, healthcare, women’s rights
and the creation of sustainable livelihood opportunities, supporting communities and the
ecosystems on which they rely.
End

Contact:

Harriet Davies-Mostert
Head Of Convsersation
Endangered Wildlife Trust
Tel: +27 11 372 3600
harrietd@ewt.org.za

and
David Johnson
Communities Ecosystems Programmes Developer
Endangered Wildlife Trust

Tel: +27 83 449 6736
david@toomuchtoomany.co.za
and
Lillian Malambo
Communications Manager
Endangered Wildlife Trust
Tel: +27 11 372 3600
lillianm@ewt.org.za

______________________
1 The Population-Climate Connection: Why Family Planning is a Win-Win for Women and the Planet, Aspen Institute, 2011
2 Why population Matters to Climate Change. Population Action International
3 State of the World Population 2013, UNFPA

Endangered Wildlife Trust.
Physical Address: Building K2, Ardeer Road, Pinelands Office Park,
Modderfontein 1609, Gauteng, South Africa, Postal Address: Private Bag X 11, Modderfontein 1645,
Gauteng, South Africa
Tel: +27 (0) 11 372 3600 Fax: +27 (0) 11 608 4682 E-mail: ewt@ewt.org.za NPO Number: 015-502,
PBO number: 930 001 777, Member of IUCN - The International Union for Conservation of Nature.
The Endangered Wildlife Trust is US 501(c)(3) compliant under US IRS Registration number: EMP980586801.

